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 شرح كتاب: حتريف أقوال يسوع, لـ بارت إيرمان

Misquoting Jesus: The Story Behind Who Changed The Bible And Why 

 التاعبامللقب بـ  أبو املنتصر شاهنيالعبد الفقري إىل اهلل 

 أحدثه  "جُون مِلّ" والنِّزاع الذي :(53الـ)المُحاضرة 

[The impact of Mill's publication was immediately felt, although he himself did not live to 

see the drama play out. He died, the victim of a stroke, just two weeks after his massive work 

was published. His untimely death (said by one observer to have been brought on by 

"drinking too much coffee"!) did not prevent detractors from coming to the fore, however.] 

Page 85. 

  

  

  

  

[The most scathing attack came three years later in a learned volume by a controversialist 

named Daniel Whitby, who in 1710 published a set of notes on the interpretation of the New 

Testament, to which he added an appendix of one hundred pages examining, in great detail, 

the variants cited by Mill in his apparatus.] Page 85. 
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o A Textual Commentary On The Greek NT - Bruce Metzger 

o A Textual Commentary on the Greek Gospels - Wieland Willker 

o NT Text And Translation Commentary - Philip Comfort 

o A Textual Guide To The Greek NT - Roger Omanson 

o A Student's Guide to New Testament Textual Variants - Bruce Terry 

o The Revisers' Greek Text, A Critical Examination Of Certain Readings, Textual 

And Marginal, In The Original Greek Of The NT - S. W. Whitney 

o Textual And Translation Notes On The Gospels - Jay Green 

  

  

 

[Whitby was a conservative Protestant theologian whose basic view was that even though 

God certainly would not prevent errors from creeping into scribal copies of the New 

Testament, at the same time he would never allow the text to be corrupted (i.e., altered) to 

the point that it could not adequately achieve its divine aim and purpose.] Page 85. 
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[And so he laments, "I GRIEVE therefore and am vexed that I have found so much in Mill's 

Prolegomena which seems quite plainly to render the standard of faith insecure, or at best to 

give others too good a handle for doubting." 
10

] Page 85. 

Note 10. Whitby's emphasis. Quoted in Adam Fox, John Mill and Richard Bentley: A Study 

of Textual Criticism of the New Testament, 1675-1729 (Oxford: Blackwell, 1954), 106. 
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[Whitby goes on to suggest that Roman Catholic scholars—whom he calls "the Papists"—

would be all too happy to be able to show, on the basis of the insecure foundations of the 

Greek text of the New Testament, that scripture was not a sufficient authority for the 

faith— that is, that the authority of the church instead is paramount.] Page 85. 

  

 

 

  

[As he states: "Morinus [a Catholic scholar] argued for a depravation of the Greek Text 

which would render its authority insecure from the variety of readings which he found in 

the Greek Testament of R. Stephens [= Stephanus]; what triumphs then will the Papists have 

over the same text when they see the variations quadrupled by Mill after sweating for 

thirty years at the work?" 
11

] Page 85. 

Note 11. Fox, Mill and Bentley, 106. 

A. Fox, John Mill and Richard Bentley. A Study of the Textual Criticism of the New 

Testament. 
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[Whitby proceeds to argue that, in fact, the text of the New Testament is secure, since 

scarcely any variant cited by Mill involves an article of faith or question of conduct, and the 

vast majority of Mill's variants have no claim to authenticity.] Page 85, 86. 
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[Whitby may have intended his refutation to have its effect without anyone actually reading 

it; it is a turgid, dense, unappealing one hundred pages of close argumentation, which tries to 

make its point simply through the accumulated mass of its refutation.] Page 86. 

  

  

  

o  

o  

o  

o 

[Whitby's defense might well have settled the issue had it not been taken up by those who 

used Mill's thirty thousand places of variation precisely to the end that Whitby feared, to 

argue that the text of scripture could not be trusted because it was in itself so insecure.] 

Page 86. 
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[Chief among those who argued the point was the English deist Anthony Collins, a friend 

and follower of John Locke, who in 1713 wrote a pamphlet called Discourse on Free 

Thinking.] Page 86. 

 

[The work was typical of early eighteenth century deistic thought: it urged the primacy of 

logic and evidence over revelation (e.g., in the Bible) and claims of the miraculous. In 

section 2 of the work, which deals with "Religious Questions," Collins notes, in the midst of 

a myriad of other things, that even the Christian clergy (i.e., Mill) have been "owning and 

laboring to prove the Text of the Scripture to be precarious," making reference then to 

Mill's thirty thousand variants.] Page 86. 

  

  

  

  

o  

o  

 

[Collins's pamphlet, which was widely read and influential, provoked a number of pointed 

responses, many of them dull and laborious, some of them learned and indignant.] Page 86. 
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[Arguably its most significant result was that it drew into the fray a scholar of enormous 

international reputation, the Master of Trinity College, Cambridge, Richard Bentley. Bentley 

is renowned for his work on classical authors such as Homer, Horace, and Terence.] Page 86. 

 

[In a reply to both Whitby and Collins, written under the pseudonym Phileleutherus 

Lipsiensis (which means something like "the lover of freedom from Leipzig"—an obvious 

allusion to Collins's urging of "free thinking"), Bentley made the obvious point that the 

variant readings that Mill had accumulated could not render the foundation of the Protestant 

faith insecure, since the readings existed even before Mill had noticed them. He didn't 

invent them; he only pointed them out!] Page 86. 

[If we are to believe not only this wise Author [Collins] but a wiser Doctor of your own 

[Whitby], He [Mill] was labouring all that while, to prove the Text of the Scripture 

precarious. . . . For what is it, that your Whitbyus so inveighs and exclaims at? The Doctor's 

Labours, says he, make the whole Text precarious; and expose both the Reformation to the 

Papists, and Religion itself to the Atheists. God forbid! We'll still hope better things. For sure 

those Various Readings existed before in the several Exemplars; Dr. Mill did not make and 

coin them, he only exhibited them to our View. If Religion therefore was true before, 

though such Various Readings were in being: it will be as true and consequently as safe still, 

though every body sees them. Depend on't; no Truth, no matter of Fact fairly laid open, can 

ever subvert true Religion. 
12

] Page 87. 

Note 12. Phileleutherus Lipsiensis, Remarks upon a Late Discourse of Free Thinking, 7th ed. 

(London: W. Thurbourn, 1737), 93, 94. 
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[Bentley, an expert in the textual traditions of the classics, goes on to point out that one 

would expect to find a multitude of textual variants whenever one uncovers a large 

number of manuscripts. If there were only one manuscript of a work, there would be no 

textual variants.] Page 87. 

  

  

  

  

[Once a second manuscript is located, however, it will differ from the first in a number of 

places. This is not a bad thing, however, as a number of these variant readings will show 

where the first manuscript has preserved an error.] Page 87. 

[Add a third manuscript, and you will find additional variant readings, but also additional 

places, as a result, where the original text is preserved (i.e., where the first two manuscripts 

agree in an error).] Page 87. 

[And so it goes—the more manuscripts one discovers, the more the variant readings; but 

also the more the likelihood that somewhere among those variant readings one will be able 

to uncover the original text.] Page 87. 
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[Therefore, the thirty thousand variants uncovered by Mill do not detract from the integrity 

of the New Testament; they simply provide the data that scholars need to work on to 

establish the text, a text that is more amply documented than any other from the ancient 

world.] Page 87. 
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[As we will see in the next chapter, this controversy over Mill's publication eventually 

induced Bentley to turn his remarkable powers of intellect to the problem of establishing 

the oldest available text of the New Testament. Before moving to that discussion, 

however, perhaps we should take a step back and consider where we are today vis-a-vis 

Mill's astonishing discovery of thirty thousand variations in the manuscript tradition of the 

New Testament.] Page 87, 88. 

 


